OVERVIEW
to the factory floor. Operators, for example, ^ perform tasks that formerly were divided am< with different job classifications (e.g., machine s and quality monitoring, as well as operation). r tion while performing the frequent adjustments complex, integrated manufacturing systems, op be able to analyze problems and implement so. form of computer programming. Operators will production rather than be controlled by it.
The growing importance of manufacturin, in light of the significance of advanced man ogy. Product and process specifications that instructions are highly transportable. Such trans with the flexibility inherent in advanced manuf, creates a context in which a product can be ] at home or abroad, by anyone with the requis situation renders production capacity a comm
The Japanese metalworking industry, usi facturing technology, has demonstrated rema productivity: fivefold reductions in labor, re the number of machines required, increases tion of more than 20 percent, delivery perfor cent over three months, unscheduled system < cent, and quality problems at the level of 0.006 1-1 and 1-2). Advanced manufacturing technolo
TART.T7. 1.1      PnrrmiiriQrm  nfline. And in Figure 1-3, manufacturing is shown to be the only occupational group to show declining employment, in contrast to groups such as professional and technical workers, which shows a 24-percent projected increase between 1988 and 2000. The new skills that this smaller work force will need are dictated by three characteristics of advanced manufacturing technology:tems that are linked integrally with management functions.
